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wHoopfNG CRANES ONARAHSAS REFUGE GETMORE PROTECTION 

Greater protection will be afforded the sole surviving flock of whooping 
cranea which winter on the Aranlrse National wildlife Refuge in Texas by closing to 
waterfowl hunting an additional 4,640 acres of land and water area8 adjoining the 
refuge, Seoretary of the Interior Douglas MoKay said today. 

The order signed by Seoretary McKay conrrtitutee a revision and enlargement of 
the oloaed area boundary originally covered by a Presidential Proclamation of 
April 15, 194l. This enlargement of the alosed tire8 inaludes a whooping crane 
wintering area. AdditionaS protection will alro be given to an incmasing goose 
concentration. The revised boundary will facilitate posting and law enforoanent 
by following clearly defined off&ore reefs. 

Secretary McKay explained that this action strengthens the national wildlife 
refuge system and furthera the waterfowl aomervation program of the Fish and 
Jiildlife Service. Under migratory bird treaties with Canada and Mexioo, the United 

- ?%ate8 ie obligated to take measure8 to insure the preservation of migratory water- 
fowl and to provide ref@e eone~ in which the shooting of these birds ie prohibited. 

The Aranmrs National Wildlife Refuge was established by an JQmcutive Order of 
Deoember 31, 1937;on the Blaek$eck Peninsula of Texas. About halfway down the 
Texas uoast, uaae 75 miles north of Corpus Chrieti, the peninsula lies inside 
Matagorda Island fmm whiqh it ia separated by the Intracoastal titerway. The 
refuge uover8 about 47,000 acres. 

&stabliahed for the proteotion of all kinda of wildlife, Ararmas is best known 
aa the wintering home of the world's la& flouk of whooping cranes, one of Notih 
Aumricm's largest and rarest birde. In 1954 the wintering population of these 
birds dropped to 21 adults. At the present time the whoopers are concluding their 
long eouthuard flight frorr their Canad%an ?mediag grow@ to the sanctuary of the 
draasae Refuge. Q October 18 the Iirlrt Mrda arrfved, two adulta and one young. 
Tvo other birds flying southward have been sighted in Kansaa. 
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